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iOFFMAN-TAFF INC. « subsidiary of  SYNTEX laboratories, inc. 

September 21, 1972 
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Missouri Clean Water Commission 
Department of Public Health and Welfare 
Room 102, State Capitol 61dg. 
P. 0. Box 154 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

Attention: Mr. James P. Odendahl, P. E. 

Dear Mr. Odendahl: 

4 0 0 3 8 7 3 7  
SUPERFUND RECORDS 

The following is in answer to your phone request of September 5, 1972 
concerning our action regarding the polluted condition of the Spring 
River beginning 1n an area approximately one mile north of our plant 
boundary. This condition was reported to our Verona Plant Manager on 
the morning of September 5 and was described as a Sphaerotilus type 
growth apparent in the Spring River beginning at a point just downstream 
of the junction of the river and the creek flowing through our plant site. 

This condition was immediately Investigated by Rick Bagby, Ron Riggs, 
Larry Lyons, and other Verona plant personnel as well as Bill Glasgow and 
myself. This Investigation revealed that algae growth was present through
out the creek from its junction with the Spring River to a point within 
the boundary of our plant site. Some conditions which may have contributed 
to this growth are as follows: 

1. The effluent from our pilot trickling filter was temporarily diverted 
to the #4 lagoon on Sept. 1 due to a mechanical failure of the effluent 
pump. This lagoon is unlined and material may have entered the creek 
through leachiig. 

2. Production in the Verona plant was curtailed during the Labor Day week
end resulting in abnormally low hydraulic flow to the creek. (No 
natural flow is noted in this creek during dry weather). 

3. Weather conditions during this week-end were dry and considerably cooler 
(70°vs 90°). 

4. The low hydraulic flow may have resulted in a temperature rise 1n the 
creek due to boiler blowdown. 
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To eliminate possible contamination sources, the following action was taken: 

1. Pumping of the #4 lagoon was begun on Sept. 5 and completed on Sept. 6. 
2. The trickling filter effluent was diverted to the irrigation site on 

Sept. 5 and an emergency pump has since been installed to act as a 
back up in the event of mechanical failure. 

3. Samples have been taken of the creek (see attachment) In order to Isolate 
.points of contamination.. 

' 4 .  A n  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d y  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  r e l a t i v e  t o  l i n i n g  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  
the #4 lagoon to serve as an emergency reservoir. 

A 5. Management has been consulted concerning the possibility of diverting all 
plant effluent from the creek and discharging this water via a lined lagoon 

\ J—directly to the river. This proposal would be in conjunction with item 4. 
6. A study has begun on the analysis of the individual streams discharging to 

the creek with the Idea of diverting some of these to our waste treatment 
system. This study 1s to be completed by Oct. 15, 1972. 

As indicated above, it 1s difficult to positively determine if any single factor 
caused this growth as several conditions changed during this period. However, 
in addition to the points previously mentioned we will maintain closer scrutiny 
of conditions 1n this creek as well as the Spring River. 

We appreciate your promptly notifying us of this problem. You can be assured 
that we have taken corrective action and are actively working toward eliminating 
conditions that might contribute to such in the future. 

Sincerely, (jJtK-lr ACl 
HOFFMAN-TAFF, INC. 

C. E. (Gene) Wallace 
Chief Engineer & 
Pollution Coordinator 

Attachments 
cc: Rick Bagby 

Earl Barkley 
Bill Glasgow 
Larry Lyons 
Godfrey Moll 
J. E. Rundell 
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